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Jltecellanea ^ntfyroplostca. 



The Kirkhead Cave, near Ulverstone. [Extract of letter from Capt. 
Barrie, R.N., Swarthdale, Westmorland, 15th Sept., to W. Bollaert.] 
" I went yesterday with a party to grub in the soil of a cavern at 
Kirkhead, near Ulverstone, of which some notice has appeared in 
the Anthropological Journal. We found several bones of fowls and 
some of recent animals, all the mflnvw-bones broken. Only one 
human relic, part of the tibia of a small, but adult, man or woman. 
There is an immense quantity of mud in the cave, and the explorers 
have not reached the true bottom yet. The stuff that has been thrown 
out has nearly choked the mouth ; so that to have fair play at it, you 
would require the services of half a dozen navvies to clear away the 
rubbish. I have seen bones of badger, rat, wild cat, wild pig, goat, 
goose, etc., also a bone bored through the side, as if for wearing for 
an ornament, a piece of the rudest pottery bearing marks of the hand 
on the inside, and a Roman coin : the latter was found close to the 
surface. There are no marks at present of any stream having flowed 
either in or out ; but in the cave district of Yorkshire it is very com- 
mon for these subterranean drains to change their course. Much 
more may be found with hard work ; but the season is now so late, 
that I doubt whether another party will be got up." 



Human Hybridity. 
88, Cambridge Street, Pimlioo, August 27tli, 1864. 

Sir, — With respect to the question of the existence of half-breeds 
between Englishmen and the natives of Australia, whose frequency- 
has been denied in the strongest terms by M. Broca, I should like to 
call attention to the following passage taken from a book entitled 
Reminiscences of Thirty-one Years' Residence in New South Wales and 
Victoria, by R. Therry, late one of the judges of the Supreme Court 
of New South Wales. London, second edition, 1863, p. 293. "Even 
the half-caste natural children of convicts and native women, some of 
the male portion of which class, on arriving at the prescribed age, are 
now, under manhood suffrage qualification, registered on the electoral 
roll of the New South Wales constituency, evince a tendency to prefer 
a savage to a civilised life." 

This testimony seems both undeniable and decisive ; and we see 
how it is these half-breeds have no special nick-name, a point on 
which M. Broca lays great stress. Being generally of convict blood, 
they are included in that class, as thereby already sufficiently distin- 
guished from the free emigrant. 

I am yours, etc., T. Bendyshe. 



